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FITZHUGH GREEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, SENV, ETRN, JA, US 

SUBJECT: COMPLIANCE WITH US AUTOMOBILE EMISSION STANDARDS 
REE: (A) TOKYO 11728, (B) STATE 182925 

SUMMARY: FONMIN REQUESTS CONSULTATIONS WITH DEPT ON JAPANESE 
PROPOSAL EOR JAPANESE CERTIEICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH US MOTOR 
VEHICLE EMISSION STANDARDS. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT DEPT 
AUTHORIZE EMBASSY TO INEORM GOJ THAT US PREPARED TO CONSULT 
ON APPROACH TO EMISSION CONTROL STANDARDS AT EARLY DATE PRIOR 
TO ANY FURTHER VISITS BY EPA INSPECTORS. END SUMMARY. 

1. MASATSUNE KATSUNO (INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC DIVISION, ECONOMIC 
AFEAIRS BUREAU, FONMIN) CALLED EMBOFE IN FOR ANOTHER MEETING 
AT WHICH HE PROPOSED SYSTEM OF JAPANESE CERTIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE WITH US EMISSION CONTROL STANDARDS, WITH US EOLLOWING 
SIMILAR SYSTEM WITH REGARD TO US VEHICLES EXPORTED TO JAPAN. 
KATSUNO CHARACTERIZED THIS AS OFEICIAL JAPANESE REQUEST FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH DEPT. KATSUNO SAID THAT MITI'S APPROVAL 
OF VISIT BY EPA INSPECTORS TO JAPANESE VEHICLE MANUEACTURERS, 

WHILE NECESSARY, WAS NOT SUEFICIENT. APPROVAL OF "THE GOVERNMENT" 
A(READ FONMIN) ALSO NEEDED TO ASSURE THAT SUCH INSPECTION BY 
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Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



GOJ, HE SAID, HAD APPROVED RECENT EPA SURVEY ON EXCEPTIONAL 
BASIS, RESERVING RIGHT TO SEND A SIMILAR MISSION TO US TO 
INSPECT SIMILAR INEORMATION HELD BY US VEHICLE MANUEACTURERS. 

2. GOJ WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS SETTING UP "SYSTEM OE MUTUAL 
APPROVAL", UNDER WHICH EACH SIDE'S OWN GOVT AUTHORITIES WOULD 
INSPECT ITS EACTORIES AND REPORT THE RESULTS TO THE OTHER 

SIDE EOR ACCEPTANCE. KATSUNO SAID THAT THESE DISCUSSIONS 
SHOULD START NOW, BEEORE EPA REQUESTS NEXT VISIT. IN FOLLOW-UP 
CALL, KATSUNO REEMPHASIZED URGENCY OE US RESPONSE TO MUTUAL 
APPROVAL PROPOSAL, MENTIONING POSSIBLE OECD DISCUSSIONS OE 
SIMILAR PROPOSALS IN NEAR EUTURE. KATSUNO STATED US RESPONSE 
TO GOJ PROPOSAL MIGHT AFEECT JAPANESE POSITION IN OECD DISCUSSIONS. 

3. BENJAMIN R. JACKSON (CHIEE, NEW SOURCES BRANCH, MOBILE SOURCE 
ENEORCEMENT DIVISION, EPA; HEAD OE RECENT INSPECTION TEAM), 
INEORMED EMBOFE ON CONCLUSION OE INSPECTION VISIT THAT 

THIS VISIT SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED BUT THAT EOLLOW-UP INSPECTIONS 
WILL BE NECESSARY. JACKSON STATED CERTAIN REGULATIONS PROPOSED 
EEBRUARY 26, 1973, WOULD SOON BE PROMULGATED. EPA WOULD THEN 
INSPECT MANUEACTURERS AGAIN TO EDUCATE ON STANDARDS, THEN 
WOULD BE READY TO CONSIDER APPROACHES WHICH WOULD ELIMINATE 
NERD EOR EPA INSPECTION VISITS. HOWEVER, EMPHASIZING STANDARDS 
HAVE CHANGED EVERY YEAR SINCE INCEPTION, JACKSON STATED JAPANESE 
VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS, IN CONTRAST TO GOJ POSITION, WILL WANT 
EPA TO DO THE INSPECTION, TO AVOID RISK OF THEIR CARS' DIS- 
QUALIFICATION FOLLOWING ARRIVAL IN US. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: JAPANESE EONMIN CLEARLY SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
OVER MATTER OF EPA INSPECTION VISITS TO JAPAN. EMBASSY URGES 
EAVORABLE RESPONSE TO EONMIN REQUEST EOR EARLY CONSULTATIONS 
ON SYSTEM OE MUTUAL CERTIEICATION. 

INGERSOLL 
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